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Kathleen Greer Rossmann, associate

Peggy Ellison Good was presented

Tom Gais has been named director of the

J. Carey Thompson has assumed duties

professor of economics and associate dean

the 2010 Dan Foster Lifetime Achievement

Rockefeller Institute of Government of the

as vice president for enrollment and

of first-year programs at Birmingham-

Award at the Hall of Fame Banquet of

State University of New York

communications and dean of admission

Southern College in Alabama, was named

at Rhodes College in Memphis, Tenn. Carey

interim provost of the school in August.

is a former director of admission at Furman

She joined the BSC faculty in 1998.

the Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club

SMOLLA ERA OFF TO AUSPICIOUS START ................................................................................................................................................
HAVING JUST COMPLETED a rousing Inauguration

RECENTLY I HEARD FROM MAC WALTERS ’42,

Corps in Chile and ultimately to a Ph.D. in psychology

Week at Furman October 17-24, beginning with a

who was among the first people to move into The

from Ohio State University. She taught education and

series of service projects among alumni throughout

Woodlands at Furman continuing care retirement

psychology at Oklahoma State University, Cornell

the Southeast and concluding with Homecoming

community. Located just a mile outside the campus

and the University of Houston, from which she retired.

Weekend, you’ll forgive the

off Old Roe Ford Road, The Woodlands, which has

staff of the Alumni Office

been open for a year and a half, has attracted

in Greenville County schools, is another charter

if we join together for a

a diverse population of individuals, many of whom,

member. As a rabid fan of Furman athletics who

collective sigh of relief.

like Mac and his wife, Donna, have close ties to

is also involved in the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute,

the university.

But what a week it was!
From the service weekend

Mac practiced tax law for 50 years, including

September 16. The award recognizes

79

Greenville County residents who have

Jeff Beggs has been appointed director

and was most recently vice president for

made significant contributions to the

of athletics for the Atlanta Public School

enrollment and student planning services

community through volunteerism,

System. This year he is also president of

at Centre College in Kentucky.

teaching, athletics, the arts, coaching

the Georgia Athletic Directors Association.

or mentoring. Peggy was recognized
for her work in such areas as community

80

improvement projects, education and
the United Way.
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88
Dale Akins of Bluffton, S.C., has been
given the prestigious AV® Preeminent™
rating by Martindale-Hubbell, the facilitator

Robert Hill of Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.,

of a peer review rating process. The rating

Tim Hayes of Chester, N.J., senior vice

president and chief executive officer of

indicates that a lawyer’s peers rank him

president and region head for Bayer

Acosta Sales & Marketing and a member

or her at the highest level of professional

HealthCare’s Consumer Care Division

of the Furman board of trustees, has been

excellence.

in North America, has been appointed

named to the Supermarket News Power 50

John Wood has been promoted to senior

to oversee the division’s global business

list, which recognizes the most influential

90

director of agency relations (law and

development efforts.

executives and leaders in the supermarket

Elizabeth Ouzts is working as an Oracle

regulatory affairs) with Ecolab Inc. of St.

David A. Merline, Jr., a shareholder in

industry.

Business Intelligence functional analyst at

a popular enrichment program for many area residents,

Paul, Minn., a global leader in cleaning,

the Greenville firm of Merline & Meacham,

Chuck especially enjoys The Woodlands’ proximity to

sanitizing, food safety, and infection

P.A., was selected by his peers for inclusion

85

the campus.

control products and services. John is

in the 2011 edition of The Best Lawyers

Michael Hurdle has been named

91

responsible for developing, maintaining

in America. He practices in the areas of

a senior associate with the Bank of

NEXT REUNION IN 2011

Chuck Evans ’69 (M.A. ’71), a longtime teacher

72

Ingersoll Rand in Davidson, N.C.

to the various activities

stints as the U.S. Commissioner of Internal Revenue

surrounding the inauguration

and as an assistant attorney general. Since he’s kept

of Rod Smolla as Furman’s

tabs on his new neighbors, we asked him to tell us

In addition to the cultural, athletic and educational

and expanding key U.S. and Canada federal

corporate law, employee benefits, mergers

New York Mellon. He is also a pianist

Randall David Cook of New York City

11th president (see page 2) and on to Homecoming,

about the variety of folks with Furman connections

opportunities on campus, downtown Greenville, with

agency relationships in regard to regulatory

and acquisitions, tax law, and trusts and

at Blakemore United Methodist Church

was once again the writer for the annual

it was a period perhaps unsurpassed in university

who now call The Woodlands home.

estates.

annals for sheer volume of activity and excitement.
What struck me most, though, was the way
Furman people — faculty, staff, alumni, students —
came together to pull off such an impressive array
of projects, many of which had never been attempted
before. Who would have believed what a great

What draws these and others to The Woodlands?

its ever expanding attractions, is just a short drive

policies, and assists in coordinating Ecolab’s

One is legendary Furman professor Charles

away. Residents also have the opportunity to work

regulatory and legislative objectives. He is

Brewer, William R. Kenan, Jr., Professor of Psychology.

with Furman students, many of whom volunteer at

also Ecolab’s representative on regulatory

While Brewer isn’t ready to retire from teaching,

the retirement community or engage in research or

he has already prepared for that eventuality with

internship opportunities there.

his new accommodations.
Helen and Moffett Kendrick are other early

Moreover, The Woodlands offers a host of
residential options. In addition to independent living,

setting the main campus mall would be for the official

enrollees at The Woodlands. Moffett was vice

it provides long-term, customized care ranging from

installation? The good vibes generated that day

president for development at Furman from 1967

assisted living apartments and memory support to

and, indeed, throughout the week carried over into

to 1987, and Helen also worked at Furman in the

skilled nursing suites.

Homecoming, where once again the Furman faithful

audiovisuals department.

turned out to celebrate the past, marvel at the present
and anticipate the possibilities to come.
Those of you who have met President Smolla

Among alumni living at The Woodlands is Ned
Mabry ’40, who had a distinguished 30-year military
career during which he served under George Patton

and his wife, Michele, know that they have inviting

and was awarded the Legion of Merit. In the mid-

personalities and a ton of positive energy, and that

1960s Ned commanded the largest expansion of the

they have brought incredible style and enthusiasm

Army’s officer candidate program since World War II.

to their demanding new jobs.
If the first few months of the Smolla Era are
any indication, Furman’s future is indeed bright.
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After graduating from Furman in 1960, Martha
Crawford Muncrief taught for a time in Atlanta.

The Woodlands describes itself as “the retirement
community of choice by nurturing a distinctive culture
of enrichment for our residents.”
To learn more, call (864) 371-3100 or visit
www.thewoodlandsatfurman.org.
— TOM TRIPLITT

in Nashville, Tenn.

Astaire Awards, which were presented

81

David Ouzts has been appointed to

in June in recognition of outstanding

the executive board of the Association

achievements in dance on Broadway and

consortiums responding to agency-driven

NEXT REUNION IN 2011

of Anglican Musicians and chairs the

film. A member of the board of directors

data call-ins, and leads various trade

Keith Lockhart has been named principal

Professional Concerns and Development

of the Japanese Exchange Teaching Alumni

organization regulatory projects with

conductor of the British Broadcasting

Committee. He is sub-dean of the

Association of New York, Randall was the

respect to Canadian and U.S. regulatory

Corporation (BBC) Concert Orchestra. He

Memphis (Tenn.) chapter of the American

keynote speaker for the third year in a row

agencies.

made his debut with the group August

Guild of Organists and serves on the

for new JET teachers as they prepared to

30 at London’s Royal Albert Hall. The

LGBT Ministry Task Force for the Episcopal

embark for their year of work. As part of

orchestra toured the United States this

Diocese of West Tennessee.

its national conference, the JET Alumni

73
Jim Howard, who coached high school

fall and performed in Furman’s McAlister

football in Greenville County for more than

Auditorium November 13. Keith continues

87

30 years, was honored in August as a role

as conductor of the Boston Pops and is also

Jane Harris Downey of Columbia, S.C.,

in Manhattan.

model and “Coach of Influence” by the

artistic director of the Brevard (N.C.) Music

was selected a 2010 SuperLawyer in the

BIRTH: Benjamin and Kimberly McDow,

Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Jim now

Center Summer Institute and Festival.

field of bankruptcy and creditor/debtor

a daughter, Mary Grey, June 26, Greenville.

teaches elementary physical education in

rights. She was also selected by her peers

Henderson County, N.C.

as one of the “2010 Legal Elite” by Greater

Association presented Randall’s play
“Sake With the Haiku Geisha” August 13

Columbia Business Monthly.

The author, a 1976 graduate, is director of the
Alumni Association. Photo by Jonathan Andersen ’09.

She went on to a career that took her to the Peace
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